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From the 

Grand Knight 

 

 
   Derek Storey 

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE: 

 

There is reason to celebrate as we enter the month of December.  

Celebrating the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ with our friends 

and family, celebrating what we have accomplished in our lives 

this past year and celebrating what our council has accomplished 

the first 6 months of our fraternal year.  To give some examples of 

our accomplishments: 

Charity : Passbook sales, Women’s Acts Retreat, burrito sales, 

golf tournament, cruise, garage sale. 

Unity : Corporate Communion, Memorial Mass, VA Hospital 

visits, 1st Saturday Mass and Rosary, Living Rosary, Hike for 

Life, Special Olympics. 

Fraternity : Youth Picnic and Softball, Ice Cream Social, 

Montserrat Retreat, Wives Appreciation Dinner, Thanksgiving 

Social, Volleyball vs. Youth. 

In solidarity with our priests : Vocation Breakfast, donation for 

roof. 

Membership : 13 new members, Open House, Ministry Fair. 

 

As you read these activities, ask yourself: how many of these did I 

attend/help with?  We have obligations that we must take care of 

(family, job, etc…) and when your time allows, please consider 

attending/helping with at least 1 function a month.  These events 

occur on weekdays, weekends, nights, days, mornings and 

evenings.  A wise man (Msgr. Don) said that the way a group 

grows is when new people come in with new ideas.  Will you help 

us grow? 

 

October Awards: 

Knight of the Month : Joseph Marcel 

Family of the Month : Brian and Lisa Keelan 

 

Thank you :   To all who helped at the Vocation Breakfast, 

including new Brother David Guerrero, Jim “Griddle” 

Hemingway, Brian Roeten, Mark Torres and the “Egg Crackers” 

Union Local 8954, Elmer Resko President.  Special thanks to the 

youth who kept the dining area shining. 

 

“You ought to be in pictures”:  Brothers, on Feb. 10th at 2 p.m., 

we will have a group photo in the upper room with fellow brother 

knights. This photo will be in an ad for the State convention AND 

available for purchase. As an added bonus, you can bring your 

family in for a sitting. Pictures will be : 8x10 - $10 and 5x7 - $5. 

This opportunity is given to us by Christopher Cross, who is in 

RCIA and wants to be a Knight ASAP (thanks to Brother Steve 

Johnson). This is a great opportunity, so please mark you 

calendar. 

 

Sing for your Spaghetti :   On Dec. 13th at 7 p.m., we will have our 

Christmas social.  This year, we will sing a few Christmas carols, 

then enjoy some spaghetti and meatballs.  As always, brothers and 

their friends and families are welcomed.  Please bring a side dish, 

bread or dessert for this event. 

 

Charity Unity Fraternity 

GK Derek Storey 

dtstorey@garlandisd.net  

972-487-7099 

 
V.  Secret Societies    (Taken from the book, Parish Priest by 

Douglas Brinkley and Julie Fenster) 

 

The Gilded Age.  A time when industries became big and 

important and the people laboring in them were not.  The workers 

did their job but did not have a sense of belonging.  Secret 

societies gave them that sense.  Whether it was the “Forrester’s”, 

“Redman” or “Woodsman”, there were hundreds of societies to 

choose from and just like Texas weather, men changed societies 

frequently, with some societies lasting only months.  Though The 

Church forbade secret societies, Fr. McGivney realized that The 

Church gave men a sense of belonging and that a fraternal 

organization may be the answer. 

 

Why was Fr. McGivney allowed to proceed even though the 

church frowned on secret societies?  First, his diocese was 

considered liberal and allowed ideas if they benefited Catholics.  

Second, the Bishop knew Fr. McGivney was active in the 

community and had an idea of what was needed.  And finally, this 

fraternal group would serve as an adjunct to the church.  So in the 

autumn of 1881, a meeting was planned. 

 

Next Month :  Sons and Rangers 

 

Charity Unity Fraternity 

GK Derek Storey 

 

 



 
From the 

Financial 

Secretary 

  
     Lairy Johnson 

Fraternal Activity Report 

The fraternal activity report is due on January 31st. I want to start 

collecting fraternal activity inputs from you now. I will include the 

committee event hours submitted by chairmen of each event and 

church ministries. If you have done benevolent works outside of 

these activities please report it in the four categories of church, 

community, youth and social. 

Report if you coached youth, did volunteer work in the 

community for another organization i.e. Habitat,. If you visited 

nursing homes or helped out at a senior center. I need blood. If 

you donated outside of our regular blood drive. Visited sick 

people? Recently I visited my sister in a nursing home in 

Cincinnati. I spent one week on this event including travel- 168 

hours. Did you assist or visit a sick friend? Bereavement visits and 

hours should be reported. At the funeral and after if you gave 

support to survivors.  

Why do we need this information. The Knights of Columbus 

collects it from all councils, and it becomes part of the overall 

benevolent report published each year. It also gives you time to sit 

and think of all you do for others. So please do your best. If you 

are not sure if something fits report it anyway. There is also, a 

special reporting category for Habitat for Humanity and Special 

Olympics. Those get special notification. You may submit these 

inputs up to about a week before the report due date. But don't 

wait to long.   Any questions call me. 

Lairy 

 

Dues Are Due 

It is the dues season. Get your check prepared today. Dues are 

$35.00. I will be taking early payments at the December meeting. 

I appeal to you to make your payments early. You may see me at 

the meeting or send in your check to the council address, 

P.O. Box 850084, Richardson, TX, 75085.  

My goal as always is to collect 100 percent of the dues by January 

1st. Surprise me this year and make it happen. Now as for 

addresses, I have a pretty complete address list, but if I miss you - 

please don't wait for me to catch you. Your dues are due on the 1st 

of January whether or not you get a notice. If you have moved this 

year be sure to let me know. Dues are a major part of our budget. 

We pay assessments to our senior councils, State and Supreme 

and a $10 per member charity assessment. So please get it done 

asap. 

Lairy 

 

Membership Statistics as of November 1, 2007: 

Associate Members:         169 

Insurance Members:           87 

Inactive Members:                8 

Total Members:                264 

Net Members:                   256 

Honorary Members:             4 

Honorary Life Members:    19 

                        Quota       Gain         Loss          Net  

Membership:        12           9              0              9 

Insurance:              6            3              1              2 

Lairy 

 

Veterans Hospital Report 

This month we did not go. A staff member informed me that they 

could not support our effort on the 21st due to staff taking that 

time off for Thanksgiving. This gave our team of dedicated 

Knights a time out to recharge and recommit for next month. The 

December visit is scheduled for the 19th December. This time we 

will be delivering Christmas gift bags donated by the St Joseph 

Circle of Friends. They are also preparing lap blankets for the 

wheelchair bound patients. The circle of friends will be preparing  

ther gift bags in early December. They are looking for small size 

comfort items to be donated. Please call Joel Lanoux, Mary Helen 

Ford or me if you have some items to donate. Cash donations are 

good too.   See you in December.  

Lairy 

 

Support the Troops 

Good news. Will Mach has returned from duty in Iraq. He is 

cooling off in Alaska. Recall he is the son of our member Bill 

Mach. Your support and prayers are most appreciated. I have a 

few more soldiers, sailors and marines on my list now. Other 

organizations are now doing this. The St Joseph Circle of Friends 

is helping with their own project. If you want to donate items 

here's one - microwaveable Hormel chili, no beans. As always we 

are looking for drink mix, cookies, candy, slim jims, chap stick, 

and so on. Anyone want to make some home made cookies? 

That's a treat. Well, let me know if you can help. Please pray for 

the troops and their families. 

Lairy 

 

24-Hour Catholic Radio, KATH 910 AM. 

“Radio for Your Soul” 

 



From the 

Membership 

Director & 

1-Year Trustee 

 
Isaac Sandoval Jr. 

2008 State Convention 

 

The 104th Annual Convention of the Texas State Council Knights 

of Columbus will be held in Dallas on May 2 – 4, 2008.  The 

Dallas Diocese State Convention Committee is working hard to 

make this the BEST state convention ever held.  Council 8954 can 

help make this happen by doing two things:  

 

1
st
: Attend the business meetings and entertainment/banquet.  

Each council in good standing is eligible to seat two (2) voting 

delegates.  Grand Knight Derek Storey and Deputy Grand Knight 

Conard Kester will represent 8954 and vote on all matters during 

the business portion of the convention.  The council will also 

select an alternate delegate in case the G.K. or D.G.K. cannot 

attend.  Any brother in good standing can attend the business 

portion of the convention as a non-voting attendee.   You will hear 

about the accomplishments of the 2007-2008 Fraternal Year, and 

the program goals for the 2008-2009 Fraternal Year; participate 

directly or in-directly in the voting of new state officers, 

amendments, and delegates to the National Convention.   There 

will be a small amount of business done on Sunday morning.  Do 

not miss this opportunity to sit in and watch your State Council at 

work. 

 

You and your guest can select to attend any of the planned events.  

The fun starts on Friday morning, May 2 with a golf tournament at 

Sherrill Park Course One in Richardson and followed by an 

evening at the Dallas World Aquarium.  Come see a world class 

aquarium, enjoy one of two great buffets and be entertained by Fr. 

Anthony Lackland on the piano.  While Knights are hard at work 

doing Knights stuff, the Ladies will be embarking on their own 

Fantasy Hawaiian Cruise at their Saturday Luncheon and 

continued on their Sunday morning breakfast.    The State 

Banquet is the perfect way to end Saturday; see the procession of 

our Bishops and Priest, national officers and their wives, state 

officers and their wives; hear what Texas accomplished in 2007-

2008 and what is planned for 2008-2009; good food, and great 

fellowship.  Brothers, this is a great reason to buy your bride that 

beautiful evening dress she deserves for putting up with you the 

past year. 

 

All attending are invited to attend the Opening Convention Mass 

on Saturday morning and the Memorial Mass on Sunday morning.  

Both masses will be from 7 a.m. to 8 a.m. 

 

2
nd
:  The second way Council 8954 can help make the 2008 State 

Convention the best ever is to volunteer.  Volunteering is fun and 

you meet and get to know many fellow Knights and their wives.  

Many brothers and their wives have already volunteered and but 

many more volunteer opportunities exist.  Whether working the 

golf tournament at Sherrill Park in Richardson, the registration 

table, the country store, driving the many attending bishops and 

priest, and publicity, there is plenty of work for all who volunteer.  

If you want to help, contact our Worthy Grand Knight Derek 

Storey at 972-487-7099, dstorey@garlandisd.net or State 

Convention Chairman Brother Roy Rabenaldt at 972-484-7767, 

RoyRab@sbcglobal.net. 

Isaac 

 

2008 Free Throw Competition 

Brothers, 8954 will hold its annual Free Throw Competition on 

Saturday, January 19, 2008 in the St. Joseph Gym.  The 

competition is open to all boys and girls ages 10 - 14 years old.    

Boys and girls will compete against kids their own age.  Age will 

be based on competitor’s age on January 1, 2008.  Competitors 

must have proof of age and a parent or guardian must be present 

in order to compete.  In an attempt to increase youth participation, 

the format for this year’s competition has been changed.  

Registration & Competition will start at 8:30 am and continue 

until 11:30 am.  This format will allow those boys and girls that 

have another event schedule for that morning the opportunity to 

participate in two events.  This format was suggested by a brother 

knight who’s daughter who had to pick one event over the other.  

The gym will open at 8:00 am for practice.  All competitors will 

be notified by telephone that evening as to their standing.  

Winners in each age group will be eligible to represent St. Joseph 

against other parishes in the District Competition to be held on 

Saturday, February 16 at St. Joseph.  Winner there could move on 

to Diocese and State Competition.  Brothers, invite your son(s) 

and or daughter(s) to compete and possibly represent 8954.  If you 

know of a qualified youth in your neighborhood, let them know 

about the event.  Questions, call Isaac Sandoval at 972-495-8930 

or email at isaac.sandoval@verizon.net. 

Isaac 

 

Name Badges 

The following council name badges can be picked up at any 

upcoming business meeting or council social:  Roger Darisse, Ben 

Porras, Steven Zaidel, Richard Stanford, David Leija, Larry 

Monaco, Mike Bilgere, Robert Centola, John McClung, David 

Wallace, Craig Porter, Joe Kinsella, Greb Bieberly, Collins 

Durugbor, Bobby Sparkman, Jim Layden, Paul Hernandez Jr., 

Aubrey Johnson. 

Isaac 

 

 
Council 

Activities 

 

 

KoC Cruise 

The KoC Cruise is for all Brothers and Sir Knights, families 

parishioners and friends. We still have time to sign up for the 

Cruise. We had canceled our reserve Cabins and special pricing. 



We can reserve Cabins on a first come basis. Contact Mona 

O'Connell for updated prices and cabin availability. 

Booking: 

Mona O’Connell        mocruising@sbcglobal.net 

972-234-0313   FAX 972-234-4586 

General Information: 

Terry Ryan    tandtryan@sbcglobal.net       972-979-0268 

Terry 

 

Garage Sale 

The council had another successful garage sale event. This is due 

to the generous donations and the volunteer response. I am happy 

to report that the sale netted $1,668.92. Volunteer time is 

estimated at 202 hours. The weather cooperated and provided for 

a pleasant Saturday morning. Thanks go to the following and all 

others who donated time and items to the garage sale event.  

Friday evening:  Milton Catalina, Jon, Rita, and Chris Hagarman, 

Joel Lanoux, Tracy Smith, Harold and Pat Hansen, Derek and 

Joseph Storey, Brian Roeten,  Sam Deneault, David Leija. David 

Renner, Kevin Quinn, and Phil Lozano. Special thanks to the 

Friday folks for donating their time, vehicles, and gas toward the 

approximately 10 different requests for donation collection.  

Special thanks to Tracy Smith. By himself on Friday afternoon, 

Tracy collected the entire estate sale remains and delivered the 

items to the Church. Tracy said that the haul required two trips 

using his truck and trailer. 

Saturday morning: Milton Catalina, Jon and Rita Hagarman, Joel 

Lanoux, Felix Nwaokolo, Carl Oehmann, Tom Parker, Isaac 

Sandoval, Harold Hansen, Paul Sine, Derek Storey, Brian Roeten, 

Sam Deneault, Michael Morse, Phil Lozano, John Jagielski, PJ 

Zanstra, and Nick Papa. Special thanks to Milton Catalina, who, 

once again, made the deal of the morning. Special thanks to John 

Jagielski, who spent the morning working the clothes area while 

the aroma of paint fumes filled the air. 

Jon 

 

Breakfast with Santa 

Our council jointly participates every year in December with the 

Women’s Guild to put on Breakfast with Santa.  This year the 

date is Saturday, December 8th, from 7 a.m. until 12 noon.  The 

support that we provide is the actual cooking of the breakfast, and 

help to setup and teardown/cleanup for the event.  Setup occurs 

the night before in the Dining Hall and Gym.  We again are 

calling on your support to make this event happen.  Please sign up 

at the next business meeting, or contact Brian Roeten via e-mail at 

BMRoeten@verizon.net, or by phone at 972-414-0507.  Or even 

worse case, just show up to help.  Thank you for your support! 

Brian 

 

Council Calendar 

Dec. '07   

1st 9 a.m 1st Sat. mass and rosary 

2nd All masses Breakfast burritos 

5th 7 p.m. Officer meeting 

6th 7 p.m. Business meeting 

8th  7 a.m. Breakfast with Santa 

12th 7:30 p.m. 1st degree 

13th 7 p.m. Christmas Social 

16th 2 p.m. Nativity Set-up 

19th 6 p.m. VA hospital visit 

25th  

Birth of Jesus (the Reason for 

the Season) 

Jan. '08   

2nd 7 p.m. Officer meeting 

3rd 7 p.m. Business meeting 

5th 9 a.m 1st Sat. mass and rosary 

6th All masses Breakfast burritos 

6th 2 p.m. Nativity take down 

9th 7:30 p.m. 1st degree 

16th 6 p.m. VA hospital visit 

19th 6 p.m. Spaghetti Dinner 

19th 8 a.m.-12 n. Free throw competition 

31st 7 p.m. Chili Cook off 

 

Prayer Requests  

Max Leibold, Francis Brady, John Kolich, George Crossland, 

Billie Kornegay, Pat Conway, Jagger Lozano, Jerry Nayokaus, 

The Grizzays, Jim Zielsdorf, Michael Kocorek, Gin Eichman, 

Nancy Kozera, Pepi Johnson, Raleigh Parthamore, Randy Bodin, 

Hank Horton, Ed Biewer, John Chauvin, Ken & June Ducote, 

Norma Murdoch, Mary Maltese, the victims and displaced 

families of the California fires, & All Service Men & Women – in 

the USA, and abroad. 

  

Insurance Update 

 

Nearly 100 Knights of Columbus field agents are members of the 

Million Dollar Round Table, the leading association of life 

insurance and financial services professionals.  The MDRT Code 

of Ethics calls for member agents to “always place the interests of 

their clients above their own interests,” and to “give the best 

possible advice to clients by seeking to maintain and improve 

professional knowledge, skills and competence.”  MDRT expects 

of their members exactly what you expect of me – exemplary sales 

practices…outstanding service…high ethical standards. 

 

What does this mean for you and your family?  It means that I 

won’t simply try to push a policy on you.  I’ll take the time to 

review your current coverage with you.  I’ll ask questions about 



your needs, goals and budget.  I’ll recommend a plan to help you 

meet your needs and move toward accomplishing your goals.  

Most importantly, I’ll answer your questions.  I want your 

purchase to be an informed one.  Exemplary sales practices. 

 

Whether or not you purchase life insurance coverage through the 

Order (and I hope that you do!), our relationship won’t end.  

Things change.  Things like needs, goals and budgets.  What is an 

appropriate amount of coverage today may not be appropriate 

tomorrow.  I’ll meet with you annually to make sure you and your 

family remain adequately protected.  Outstanding Service. 

 

As a brother Knight, I have the best interests of you and your 

family at heart.  I’ll render that service, which, under the same 

circumstances, I would apply to myself.  High ethical standards. 

 

Joe Jackson  

joseph.jackson@kofc.org 

972-342-2385 

 

For the Good of the Order 

 

Special Insurance Offer Available to Knights   (11/6/2007)  

Supreme Knight Carl Anderson recently mailed a very special 

offer to all members in the United States and Canada between the 

ages of 18 and 65. 

The new member plan, a low-cost permanent life insurance 

product, is normally available only to new members and their 

wives when they join the Order. For a limited time in connection 

with the 125th anniversary of the Order, the plan is being made 

available to existing members as well. 

It carries a basic $50 per year premium for a specific amount of 

permanent insurance. For example, at age 50, the $50 per year 

buys $2,148 of insurance protection. (You can purchase twice the 

coverage amount for $100 per year.) There are a few very basic 

health questions, and the plan is applied for through the mail. So 

watch the mail! 

This opportunity may not become available again, and permanent 

insurance with increasing cash values is a great addition to any 

portfolio. Whether you are already an insured member or still an 

associate member, this low-cost product was built exclusively for 

members of the Knights of Columbus and their wives. 

Questions about the new member plan, or any other products or 

services offered by the Order, can be answered by your 

professional Knights of Columbus agent. If you did not receive 

your mailer for some reason, or if you have misplaced it, e-mail 

us: mailto:field.management@kofc.org and we’ll get you another. 

Give yourself and your loved ones a gift this holiday season: good 

solid life insurance from a great organization. 

John Donovan 

john@jtdonovan.com 

 

Sears - Christmas shopping has already started! 

I know I needed this reminder since Sears isn't always my first 

choice. Amazing when you think of how long the war has lasted 

and they haven't withdrawn from their commitment. Could we 

each buy at least one thing at Sears this year?  

How does Sears treat its employees who are called up for military 

duty? By law, they are required to hold their jobs open and 

available, but nothing more. Usually, people take a big pay cut 

and lose benefits as a result of being called up.  

Sears is voluntarily paying the difference in salaries and 

maintaining all benefits, including medical insurance and bonus 

programs, for all called up reservist employees for up to two 

years.  

I submit that Sears is an exemplary corporate citizen and should 

be recognized for its contribution. I suggest we all shop at Sears, 

and be sure to find a manager to tell them why we are there so the 

company gets the positive reinforcement it well deserves.  

Pass it on. 

I decided to check this out before I sent it forward. So I sent the 

following e-mail to the Sears Customer Service Department:  

I received this e-mail and I would like to know if it is true. If it is, 

the Internet may have just become one very good source of 

advertisement for your company. I know I would go out of my 

way to buy products from Sears instead of another store for a like 

item, even if it's cheaper at that store.  

This is their answer to my e-mail: 

Dear Customer: 

Thank you for contacting Sears. The information is factual. We 

appreciate your positive feedback. 

Sears regards service to our country as one of greatest sacrifices 

our young men and women can make. We are happy to do our 

part to lessen the burden they bear at this time.  

 

Bill Thorn 

Sears Customer Care 

webcenter@sears.com  

1-800-349-4358  

 

Please pass this on to all your friends. Sears needs to be 

recognized for this outstanding contribution and we need to show 

them as Americans, we do appreciate what they are doing for our 

military!!!  

It's Verified ! By Snopes.com at:  

http://www.snopes.com/politics/military/sears.asp    

(shows the entire article) 

Tom Poovey 
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         2007 – 2008 OFFICERS 
 

GRAND KNIGHT   DEREK STOREY  972-487-7099 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT CONARD KESTER  972-276-3761 
CHAPLAIN    MSGR. DON FISCHER 972-231-2951 
CHANCELLOR   JACK STUBBS  214-826-4507 
RECORDER    MILTON CATALINA  972-907-2762 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY  LAIRY JOHNSON  972-234-8489 
TREASURER   LARRY BRUCE  972-530-4903 
ADVOCATE    CHRIS GLASER  713-894-3549 
WARDEN    STEVE JOHNSON  972-697-1087 
LECTURER    TOM PARKER  972-530-6243 
INSIDE GUARD   PHIL LOZANO  972-705-9440 
OUTSIDE GUARD   CHUCK HINTON  972-644-7636 
1 YEAR TRUSTEE   ISAAC SANDOVAL  972-495-8930 
2 YEAR TRUSTEE   BRIAN ROETEN  972-414-0507 
3 YEAR TRUSTEE   JOEL LANOUX  972-705-9867 

KNIGHT SUPPORT LINE      972-805-1921 
 

INSURANCE FIELD AGENT JOE JACKSON  972-342-2385 
      E-mail: Joseph.Jackson@KofC.org 


